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DEUTEROCANONICAL REPORT ON THE BOOK OF 2 

MACCABEES 

 

The presence of additional books in certain Bibles may come as a surprise to those who have not 

taken the time to consider a careful study of the “deuterocanonical books”. This is the title that 

has been given to the additional books which the Catholic Bible contains. According to our class 

lecture, these books are also known as, “Apocrypha books.” One of the things that we can know 

about these books is that they have not been accepted as inspired, but belong in ancient literature 

only. The idea of these books not being inspired will be discussed briefly later in this paper.  

 The discussion that will be considered in this brief report will deal mostly with one of the 

deuterocanonical books, that is, 2 Maccabees. I shall provide general information about this 

particular book, along with my personal judgment of whether this book needs to be included in 

the list of inspired books of the Bible.  After reading this book twice for the first time, I must 

admit that there was much of religious and historical information contained within this book that 

I had not considered in the past. I have always heard preachers talk about the Apocrypha books, 

and how these books contained historical information that was valuable to the study of the 

intertestamental period. Since I have never taught this information in the past, now that I have 

the opportunity to briefly study 2 Maccabees, I find it very interesting. 

 I would like to begin my report by providing a brief summary of the things that I have 

learned from the reading of this book. As I began to read the first chapter, I noticed that in the 

first verses, a letter from certain Jews was written to the brethren (Jewish people) who were in 

Egypt. In this letter, which according to the reading, ends in verse 9, the Jews who wrote it, 
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exhorted the Jews in Egypt to see that they continue to keep the feast of tabernacles and to 

remember the great things that God had done for them.  The continued reading of chapters one 

and two also shows a second letter from 1:10-2:18, in which the same exhortation to keep the 

Jewish feasts continues to be made. As I continued to read the entire book, I noticed a great 

emphasis upon religious observance and obedience to the Law given to the Jews by Moses.  

Faithful dedication to the Word of God was seen vividly by the Jews who chose to die, rather 

than going against their convictions. Several examples of Jews dying for the cause in which they 

believed were provided throughout the book; especially the example of the 7 sons and their 

mother who were put to death because of their loyalty to God’s Word. 

 Now, concerning the introduction and authorship of 2 Maccabees, Professor Michael 

Coogan commented the following, “The book then has a kind of introductory preface (2.19-32) 

in which its anonymous author explains both his source, a longer, five-volume work of an 

otherwise unknown writer, Jason of Cyrene, and the difficulties the author had in abridging it.”1 

Others, too, argue that Jason of Cyrene was the author of 2 Maccabees (cf. 2 Maccabees 2:19-

32). 

 In relation to the date of the book, most scholars believe that it was written at about 171-

164 BCE. Professor Unger, in his book, Introductory Guide to the Old Testament, commented 

the following in relation to the date of the book, “The second book of Maccabees covers a part of 

the same period as the first (B.C. 175-160), but offers a striking contrast to it.”2 With regards to 

the language in which 2 Maccabees was written, it is believed that the language was Greek, since 

most people at that time spoke more Greek than Hebrew.  

                                                             
1 Michael D. Coogan, The Old Testament: A Historical and Literary Introduction to the Hebrew Scriptures 

(New York: Oxford University Press, 2011), 501. 
2 Merrill F. Unger, Introductory Guide to the Old Testament (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan 

Publishing House, 1973), 90. 
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 In the next few paragraphs, it is my intention to make a judgment call concerning the 

scriptural worthiness of the book, and why this one should not be counted as part of the inspired 

books of the Old Testament. Even though there are a lot of good religious references to the law 

of Moses, and faithful obedience to it, there is, also, at the same time, information which forces 

me to come to the conclusion that a book such as 2 Maccabees, should not be considered an 

inspired book as the rest of the Old Testament is. A careful reading of the book will show some 

inconsistencies that prove this book cannot be inspired of God. For example, one of the 

inconsistencies deals with the death of king Antiochus Epiphanes who in this book dies twice. 

His first death is recorded in 2 Maccabees 1:12-17, where he dies after being killed by the priests 

of Nanea. His second death is recorded in 9:5-29, where the Lord Almighty smote him with an 

incurable and invisible plague, so terribly that “a pain of the bowels that was remediless came 

upon him, and sore torments of the inner parts” (2 Maccabees 9:5). As we can see, divine 

inspiration would not allow a narrative to be so inconsistent as the one we have seen. I would 

also suggest that 2 Maccabees 12:45 contains a doctrine that is in conflict with the general 

teaching of the inspired Word of God. In this passage, the reader can see how prayer for the dead 

is being advocated. You and I know that this kind of teaching diminishes biblical inspired 

theology. And so, these are two examples that I can offer to argue that 2 Maccabees is not an 

inspired book.  There are several more examples of arguments used to deny the inspiration of the 

Apocrypha books; nevertheless, let these be sufficient at this time.   

 As I bring this brief report to an end, let me suggest that there is a considerable amount of 

historical information, and practical lessons that can be learned from 2 Maccabees, which can 

help us to better understand historical events from the ancient time. Nevertheless, these 

principles are not sufficient reasons to consider this book an inspired one. 
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