
GOD’S MYSTERY IN HIS ETERNAL PURPOSE 
Willie A. Alvarenga 

 
TYPE OF SERMON: Expository 
TEXT: Ephesians 3:1-13 
SUBJECT: God’s Mystery in His Eternal Purpose 
COMPLEMENT: God’s Mystery in His Eternal Purpose Has Been Revealed 
PROPOSITION: The Apostle Paul discusses God’s mystery in His eternal purpose and 
how such mystery has become a great blessing to the church. 
OBJECTIVE: To inform the church about God’s mystery and how such fits into His 
eternal purpose for the salvation of mankind.  
 
INTRODUCTION: 

1. What comes to your mind when you hear of the word “mystery”?  
a. Mystery in the normal sense of the word denotes that which is difficult or 

impossible to understand or explain. 
2. Nevertheless, according to the New Testament usage, this word, which appears 

some 33 times in the NT, denotes that which was hidden; that which has not 
been known before, but which has now been revealed.  

3. The importance of preaching about God’s mystery in His eternal purpose: 
a. Helps people understand the importance of the church. 
b. Helps people understand that the church is not an afterthought, a plan B, 

or a parenthesis in God’s eternal plan. 
c. Helps people understand and appreciate the salvation we have in Jesus 

Christ. 
4. This lesson will explain the following points of discussion: 

a. The Apostle of the mystery in God’s eternal purpose (1-5, 8-9). 
b. The revelation of God’s mystery (6-9). 
c. The revelation of God’s mystery to the spiritual realm (10-11). 
d. Great lessons from the mystery of Christ in God’s eternal purpose (1-13). 

5. May this lesson encourage all of us to be more evangelistic in spirit! 
 
First, let us consider… 
 
I. THE APOSTLE OF THE MYSTERY IN GOD’S ETERNAL PURPOSE (1-3, 7-8). 

1. “For this reason” 
a. Connects the previous information to what he is about to present. 
b. Includes what was said in chapters 1-2. 

2. Prisoner of Christ Jesus: 
a. Paul was in prison at the time he writes this letter (Eph., Phil., Col., Phlm). 
b. Paul was in prison for preaching Christ. 
c. Paul considered himself a slave, servant of Christ Jesus (Phil. 1:1). 

3. Prisoner of Christ Jesus for the Gentiles 
a. Paul was in prison for preaching the Gospel to the Gentiles 



b. Remember that all started in Acts 21 when Paul was arrested for 
preaching Christ to the Gentiles (AD 58-62). 

c. After this arrest Paul was taken to Rome to appeal to Caesar.  
4. Paul was given, by the grace of God, the dispensation for the Gentiles. 

“Dispensation” Gr. oikonomía in NT terms means: 
a. Administration 
b. Task 
c. Mission 
d. Plan 
e. (Louw & Nida): A plan which involves a set of arrangements (referring in 

the NT to God’s plan for bringing salvation to mankind within the course 
of history). It also means, a purpose, scheme, plan, arrangement. 

5. This dispensation/task/responsibility/mission was given to Paul for the 
Gentiles, that is, for their own benefit. 

a. Paul was commissioned by Jesus Christ to preach the Gospel to the 
Gentiles (Acts 26:15-18; Galatians 2:7-8; 1 Timothy 2:7; 2 Timothy 1:11). 

6. Paul was a minister of Christ by the grace of God, and His power (Eph. 3:7). 
a. Jesus Christ considered Paul worthy to be the proclaimer of this great 

Mystery! 
7. Even though Paul was an Apostle, minister, and teacher of Christ, he still 

remained humble in His service to God (Eph. 3:8). “To me, who am less than 
the least of all the saints, this grace was given…” 

a. He considered himself less than the least of all the saints (3:8). 
b. He considered himself the chief sinner (1 Timothy 1:15). 
c. He considered himself the least of the apostles, and not worthy of being 

an apostle because he persecuted the church (1 Corinthians 15:9).   
d. A humble attitude must always prevail in our service to God! 

8. As we can see, Paul was given a special task to preach the powerful Gospel of 
Jesus Christ to the Gentiles. 

9. Now let us examine the mystery as revealed in the pages of the NT. 
 
Second, let us examine… 
 
II. THE REVELATION OF GOD’S MYSTERY IN HIS ETERNAL PURPOSE (VS. 4-

9). 
1. The word mystery in the NT: 

a. Gr. musterion  
b. Secret 
c. Something hidden in times past, but now revealed 
d. Louw & Nida: The content of that which has not been known before but 

which has been now revealed.  
e. Mystery in the normal sense of the word (secular) denotes that which is 

difficult or impossible to understand or explain. 



f. Words must be defined according to how they are used in the Old or New 
Testament. For example, the word “church” in secular dictionaries means 
a building where Christians assemble. In the NT, this word denotes 
several things, one of which means the Body of Christ (Eph. 1:22-23; 5:23). 

2. This mystery was hidden in ages past: 
a. Eph. 3:5 – “Which in other ages was not made known to the sons of 

men.” 
i. This mystery was not made known in the OT, and the early part of 

the NT 
ii. The Gospel began to be proclaimed to the Gentiles at about 40 AD 

(Acts 10). 
iii. Romans 16:25 – This mystery was kept secret since the world 

began. 
iv. Prophets prophesied about this mystery but did not fully 

understand it! (Gen. 12:3; 22:18; Isa. 49:6).  
3. The mystery of God in His Eternal Purpose can be understood: 

a. Just like Jesus said we can know the truth (John 8:32), in like manner, the 
knowledge of the mystery of Christ can also be known.  

i. Eph. 3:4 – Paul said, “when you read, you may understand my 
knowledge in the mystery of Christ.”  

b. The Greek Word for “understand” is noeo, which means: to grasp or 
comprehend something on the basis of careful thought. To apprehend, to 
gain an insight into something.  

4. The mystery has now been revealed: 
a. Paul said, “It has now been revealed by the Spirit (Holy Spirit)” (v. 5). The 

word “revealed” Gr. apokalupto, means to uncover, discover, make 
known, to cause something to be fully known, to disclose. This is the word 
that describes the book of Revelation.  

b. The explanation of the Mystery: Eph. 3:6, “That the Gentiles should be 
fellow heirs, of the same body, and partakers of His promise in Christ 
through the gospel. 

c. The mystery deals with: (1) The salvation of Gentiles and how they enjoy 
all equal blessings in Christ, (2) Gentiles are members of the Body of 
Christ, His church (2:13-16), (3) Gentiles are partakers of His promise in 
Christ. In summary: Gentiles can now enjoy the eternal salvation of their 
souls in Christ Jesus! 

d. Now we can say with much confidence that…  
i. Galatians 3:28: “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither 

slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one 
in Christ Jesus.” 

ii. Rom. 10:12, “For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for 
the same Lord over all is rich to all who call upon Him.” 



iii. 1 Corinthians 12:13, “For by one Spirit we were all baptized into 
one body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and 
have all been made to drink into one Spirit.” 

iv. Rom. 3:29 – Now God is the God of the Gentiles! 
v. Gentiles are now members of the same body (Eph. 2:13-16). 

5. “Through the Gospel” (v. 6). 
a. Here we see the importance of the preaching of the Gospel of Christ! 
b. The Gospel is for all! 
c. Mark 16:15; 1 Tim. 2:4; Titus 2:11; 1 John 2:1-2. 

 
Third, let us examine… 
 
III. THE MYSTERY OF GOD IN HIS ETERNAL PURPOSE AS REVEALED TO THE 

SPIRITUAL REALM! (vs. 10-11). 
1. Paul now tells us through Eph. 3:10-11 how this wonderful mystery and eternal 

purpose has been revealed to the spiritual realm! 
2. Eph. 3:10-11, “To the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be 

made known by the church to the principalities and powers in the heavenly, 
according to the eternal purpose which He accomplished in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.” 

a. “To the intent” – Gr. hina: A marker which denotes purpose, aim, or goal; 
in order that. God revealed His mystery through Paul for the purpose of 
informing the spiritual realm about this eternal purpose.  

b. “Manifold” – Gr. polupoíkilos: Many-sided, mark with a great variety of 
colors. God’s wisdom is many-sided in order to provide the great 
blessings of salvation to Jews and Gentiles, that is, to all who obey! 

c. “Might be made known” Gr. gnoristhe: To reveal, manifest, to announce, 
to show. 

d. “By the church” Gr. dia tes ekklesías: dia with the genitive means a marker 
of instrument by which something is accomplished. Through the church 
the spiritual realm is able to learn and to know about God’s eternal 
purpose.  

e. “The principalities and powers in the heavenly” must be taken to mean 
the angelic spiritual realm. This phrase is not used to describe humans. 
This phrase appears in 6:12 to describe our spiritual battle against Satan.  

3. Even angels wanted to know about this great eternal purpose which God 
purposed in Christ Jesus (1 Peter 1:10-12). Now they know!! 

a. One commentator said, “In the classroom of God’s universe, He is the 
Teacher, the angels are the students, the church is the illustration, and 
the subject is the manifold wisdom of God.”1 

4. Thanks to God, mankind and the spiritual realm are now able to understand the 
mystery of Christ and God’s eternal purpose.  

 
1 John F. MacArthur Jr., Ephesians, MacArthur New Testament Commentary (Chicago: Moody Press, 

1986), 97. 



Finally, let us consider… 
 
IV. FIVE GREAT SPIRITUAL LESSONS WE CAN LEARN FROM THESE 

PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE (vs. 1-13). 
1. God’s Word/Mystery/Eternal Purpose Can Be Understood (v. 4). 
2. The Gospel is God’s plan for the salvation of all men who obey (v. 6). 
3. Through the Gospel/Christ/An Obedient Faith, We Have Access with 

Confidence to God (v. 12). 
4. The Church Is An Important Divine Institution and Not a Plan B in God’s Eternal 

Purpose (v. 10). 
5. Suffering Is Part of God’s Eternal Purpose for the Benefit of Mankind (v. 13). 

 
CONCLUSION: 

1. In this lesson we have considered: 
a. The Apostle of the Mystery of Christ 
b. The Revelation of the Mystery of Christ 
c. The Revelation of the Mystery of Christ to the Spiritual Realm 
d. Five Great Spiritual Lessons  

2. Thank God for the revelation of Christ’s Mystery! 
3. We are tremendously blessed by knowing that God desires our salvation (1 Tim. 

2:4). 
4. May we forever appreciate the wonderful and eternal purpose of God in Christ 

Jesus! 
5. Therefore, (1) let us continue to reach out to as many people as possible, (2) let us 

continue to live faithfully in Christ, (3) let us continue to appreciate what God 
has done for us! 
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